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James White
1821 – 1881 

Life History 

1.   Fifth child of nine children 

2.   Had poor eye sight 

3.   At age 19 his eyesight improved and went back to school 

4.   Studied 18 hours per day and completed a teaching diploma in 12 weeks 

5.   Went back to school and completed a further 17 weeks of training 

6.   After second year of teaching, learned about the Millerite message and committed himself to preach the message. 

7.    In the winter of 1843, 1,000 persons were won through his preaching. He was ordained as a minister in the Christian Church in 1843. 

8.    Met E.G. Harmon in 1844 but their association started in 1845. 

9.    James and Ellen were married by a justice of the peace on August 30, 1846. 

10.                     Out of the marriage 3 sons were born 

11.                     The Whites finally had their own home in Rochester, New York, in 1852. With borrowed and inexpensive furniture they set up housekeeping, sharing the home with several who helped in the printing. 

12.                     The early days of James and Ellen White's married life were filled with poverty and sometimes distress. Workers in the Advent movement had no one but themselves to depend upon for financial support, so James White divided his time between preaching and earning a living in the forest, on the railroad, or in the hayfield 

James and Ellen White working as a team 

1.    In November 1848, Ellen White was shown in vision that James should begin to print a paper, and that it would grow until its light would shine around the world. Beginning in 1849 James published The Present Truth. It became The Review and Herald in 1850. 

2.    In 1848 they attended all six Sabbath Conferences in the Northeast United States, where a line of truth was established through diligent Bible study, in groups from 15 to 50. Ellen White's visions did not take the place of Bible study, but served to confirm their study, and kept the group from wandering into fanciful or fanatical beliefs. 

3.    Visions given to Mrs. White often required her husband to take some action. In the 1850s it was organization. 

4.    After suffering a severe stroke in 1865, James was taken by his wife to Dansville, New York, to a hydropathic (water therapy) institution. 

5.    After three months, they went to Rochester, New York, where, on Christmas day, she had a vision that led her husband to establish the Western Health Reform Institute in Battle Creek the following year. This was the beginning of what was to become the Battle Creek Sanitarium. 

6.    The success of Seventh-day Adventist camp meetings held in Wisconsin and Michigan in the late 1860s led to broader plans for such endeavours in succeeding years. James White took an active part not only in laying plans for these meetings but also in attending as many as his pressing administrative duties and failing health would permit. 

Thus, a college, a medical institution, publishing work, camp meetings and organization--all were begun by James White, in response to visions given to his wife. 

James White the Leader: 

  

James White was seen as the general – in the tent and on the field. 

  

James White and Organization: 

1.    Support fir the ministry and evangelism- finances 

2.    Holding of church property 

3.    protecting the church from unworthy members and preachers 

4.    the stabilizing and legalizing of the publishing activity. 

5.    Worship services required Hymnbooks 

  

Gospel or Church order: “that order in church association and discipline taught by the gospel of Jesus Christ by the writings of the New Testament”. 

  

James White compiled and published the first two Hymnbooks used in by the Sabbath Keepers namely, Hymns for God’s Peculiar People and Hymns for Second Advent Believers Who Observes the Sabbath of the Lord, (139 Hymns) 

  

May 20-23 1863 at Battle Creek SDA church was organised by General Conference session. 

  

Nominations for Administrations were:               James White- President 

                                                                                    Uriah Smith- Secretary 

                                                                                    E.S. Walker- Treasurer 

                                                                                    
  

James White declined because he was active in promoting organisation of the Church.The Church than invited John Byington who served till 1865.  In 1865 James White was elected President 
( 1865-1867, 1869-71, 1874-1880, one year before his death). 

  

He and Ellen White travelled many a miles, many times without their children, using personal finances and by faith believe in God’s providence, to establish the SDA church. 
  

James White’s death 

James White died on 6 August 1881, at the age of 60 at Battle Creek of Malaria.  
When the news of his death broke to Washington Morse: “When the news broke upon my ears that he was dead I dropped my tools awe stricken.  And sat down bathed in tears.  I did not know how much I loved him until he was gone. 

  

President Butles: “Now his reputation is secure”. 

George I. Butler: “He was a man of a remarkable mind.  In some respects I never saw his equal… As an organizer, and in laying the foundation of an enterprise, his mind was far-reaching, and he could see the bearing and connection of things with surprising clearness. 

  

Some people supposed that the SDA Church would disintegrate now that this man of rare capability and strength of will was gone, but as the Battle Creek Daily Journal observed in 1885: 

“He was a man of great ability, and of sterling integrity.  After his death many looked for a reaction in Adventist ranks.  But he had built so well this did not occur.” 

James White as a Leader: 

·       He was a man that loved His Lord 

·       He was a student of God’s Word 

·       He loved his wife and family 

·       He made many sacrifices 

·       He was determines to complete a task 

·       He was a visionary 

·       He was a man of integrity 

·       He was a team player 

·       He was a humble man 

·       He knew when to lead and when to be led 

·       He was a organiser and a hands on worker 

·       He knew how to pass on the torch/baton for the next leader 

·       He would rather burn out and die for Christ than sit and be idle 
·       He was a man of God 

  

  

  

  

  

