SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH DOES NOT ENDORSE GAY MARRIAGES. 

  

BLOEMFONTEIN: 01 December 2006 

  

During a year-end executive committee of the Southern African Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, the Church Leadership took a unanimous vote, confirming the position of the world-wide SDA Church on same-sex marriages. 

  

Recognizing that the South African government is bound by the Constitution which is decided by the Constitutional Court, the church took action to stand by its historical position which is derived from a Biblical interpretation. 

  

The RSA Constitution prohibits discrimination according to an individual’s sexual orientation thereby endorsing same sex marriages.  The church on the other hand maintains that the only Biblically recognized marriage is that between a man and a woman. The church does not recognize any Christian or Biblical sanctions for same-sex marriages and has thus issued a notice to the minister, explaining its reasoning for having submitted applications for exemption on behalf of all Seventh-day Adventist Pastoral Marriage Officers. 
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